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Editors Page

It gives us great pleasure to present
these issue of “Abhivyakti” to our
beloved readers.

This issue carries a group of new
writers and poets who have a
completely different vision to look at life
and the problems that accompany it.
They also have their own ways to solve
their problems. They are bold,
courageous and intelligent and always
in search of novelties in giving
expressions to their ideas and views.

It is interesting to note that this new
generation of young people write on
history, religion, education, science etc.
and with the same zest also try their
hand at poetry. One of them has also
tried to initiate and eminent Indian
=nglish poet Prof. Nissim Ezekiel.
Hope , all the readers will appreciate
the attempt to made by us to bring out
this issues

Editor :
Santosh Achutrao Jukle
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BOOKS

When in need they help us
But we don’t value them when
they are with us

We think they are just bundle of papers
But because of them exist world’s
Men of letters

Books have important information
we can look up to them,
for character formation

Some book teach us culture and heritage
some teach us calculations
which we need in daily manipulations

Books of Science deal with realities
which we have not known since long time

Whenever you have a book read it keenly
Give it a good look and
never think it unimportant

Because it is of utmost importance

Sunita D. Sangamkar
B.A. Il Year

YOU WILL

I wish to tell you friends,
If you have not done well in exams,

Don’t worry it is not the end
Try again and again

You'll do well after this
then you will get from,

Your parents a kiss &
So much | do promise

Study hard and get through this time
You'li get ninety nine.

Vaijnath S. Waghmare
B.A. Ilird year.
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ODE TO THE MOTHER

Fondly holding me by my little hand

prudently leading me on the gravel sand

Ample times | tripled, my faltering gai

How many times practiced alphabets on slate
| reveal in the fact that you are always there
Every moment of joy and pain to share

Had thee been not given to this earth Never
would life be living really worth

How stern thy looks, delivering the sterling

advice Mother reverend at thy feet

| find my paradise

Lost in thoughts deep off | find you

Asleep thou appear an angel

from the blue sky

Silently endured the life of pain

soothing my cherubic face to make me
smile again

Visions as my happiness thin eyes manifest
From down to dusk you toil without any rest
Impossible indeed when things go awry

to tolerate In utter silence

Vandana S. Padampalle
B.A. lll



Today’s Reality -
In Indian English
( With apologies to Nissim Ezekiel )

It made me feel, it made me deal
It made me feel Shy, it made me cry

It is an emotion gives me tension this is all
from my side

Which | am writing down

From the truthful heart

Home to home, relation to relation

Such horrible things taking place in our nation
Dad is working, mom is working

There is some thing precious which is missing
Love for each other, love for little ones
Care for each other, care for little ones
The dream home you are building with charm
Becoming very calm

We are wanting to be single

Because we are not wanting to be single
Jealous of sister, jealous of brother
Hatred for parents, hatred for children
Everybody is needing of affection
Because we are not getting satisfaction

It is affecting our nature

It is affecting our character

These happeni¥s are bad

Which made me very sad

This made me restless

Because | am helpless

| am praying for the society

Only to great almighty.

Chandrapal P. Kamble
B.A. lll Year

WINNER
\/5]
LOSER

The winner is always part of the answer,
The loser is always a part of the problem

The winner see an answer to every problem
The loser sees problem in every answer

The winner says, It may be difficult but it is
possible

The loser says, It may be possible but it is
too difficult

When a winner commits a mistake,
he says, | was wrong;

When a loser commits a mistake,
he says, it wasn’t my fault.

Winners see gain,
losers see pain

Santosh A. Jukle
B.A. Il

DISCIPLINE RESULTS IN
HUNDRED PERCENT SUCCESS

4th letter in English
9th

19th

3rd

9th

16th

12th

gth

14th

5th letter in Eng.

mzZ—rH 3T~ 0O0OWwW—0

D+1+S+C+I+P+L+I+N+E=100%Success

Vandana S. Padampalle.
B.A. llI



"DON’T WORRY......"

Santosh A. Jukle
B.A. Ill Year

tudents committing suicide has become

a common sight these days. Is there any
logic in dying as unnatural death when life is
s0 beautiful and so many horizons are open
before us? Students should accept the
realities of life and feel encouraged even in
adverse circumstances. Life is the most
precious gift of almighty God. Students we
committing suicide are weak and need
guidance from parents and teachers. If the
family is supportive instead of abusive, there
is no need why a student should think of

GAJANANRAO JOSHI : AN INDIAN CLASSICAL MU

committing suicide. Student should always
remember that an academic excellence is not
the only criterion to judge a man’s intellect. A
man with foresight can make a mark of
himself even without degrees. World famous
Sculptor Michaelangelo, Scientist Albert
Einstein, novelist Charles Dickens, dramatist
Shakespeare and William Wordsworth did
not do well at school. Yet all of them excelled
in their own style in the literary and cultural
sphere of the world. So dear students don’t
lose hearts if you lose once Try again.

e ek

Kyatamwar K.
B.A Third year

usic is an essential part of human life.

It is said that music is an excellent
remedy for every physical or mental pain.
There is no place where music doesn't exist.
Nature is an unending source of music and
Indian classical music is the continuous
secretion of the nature.

Gajanan Rao Joshi born in Bombay in
1911 is a prominent musician in Maharashtra.
He had his first music lessons from his father.
Anant Manohar Joshi who was one of the
disciples of Balkrishnabua Ichalkaranjikar,
the prominent musician in Maharashtra in the
later half of the 19th century. Gajananrao lost
his mother early in life and was brought up
by his father who was very short tempered.

(5)

On account of this the father and the son
could not see eye to eye with each other. This
resulted in son’s leaving home several times.
However Gajananrao was immensely
benefitéd by his father and in course of time
he became perfect in varied musical
expressions like violin playing and become
famous throughout the country.

It is not easy to say if Gajananrao is
more skilled in violin playing than in vocal
singing . He is the only artist in Maharashtra
who has made his violin “sing” that is he does
not play on violin only with technical skill but
there is a lively expression and emulation of
what he has learnt in his tradition; heart, head
and voice which is the central beauty of his



violin playing. The greatest charm that holds
Gajananrao’s mind is the style of Kedabai
Kerkar's Singing. It is so strong that he has
gone to her to request to teach him the art of
singing. Somehow he has not been so lucky
to enjoy the pleasure of her teaching.
However he has mastered musical styles
from some these eminents and from many
other artists. He has learned the Gwalior style
from his father and later on he has
replenished it from Vazebuwa. Jaipur Atrauh
style from Bhurji Khan, Allahdiya Khan'’s
youngest son, and he has learnt Agra style
from Vilayat Hussain Khan.

Gajanan Rao’s Mehfil’'s are most mark-
able. The most remarkable feature of his
mehfil is the adoption of one style of singing.
He is very scrupulous in not mixing it up with
another style. Thus he all the times tries to

CHRISTMAS

preserve the chastity of the original form.
Singing with a nasal twang is a shortcoming.

Today Gajananrao is over seventy five. But
he is very energetic and his vitality is the
same. Today a host of disciples come to him
to receive training from him. The training
begins at 4 a.m. and he goes on and on
throughout the day without much
remunerative return. He is known for his
rigorous discipline. Most of his pupils have
got the reputation as the great vocal
musicians. Gajananrao’s personality is very
interesting. He is a good singer and a good
musician also. He is the only artist in
Maharashtra who is skilled in playing the violin
elegantly. His contribution to music really
makes us feel proud of him.

ek

Sangamkar S.D.
B.A. Third year

hristmas is very famous festival. It is
celebrated by all Christians all over the
world. There are many Christians in India,
The cumulative effect of all this was an
increase in the number of Christians all over
India during the British period and Christians
became numerically the third most important
community in India. Though during the
Portuguese period there were some forcible
conversions on the whole the spread of
Christianity in India was generally peaceful
and may be said to be the result primarily of

missionary enterprise.
In India too important Christian

festivals are the same as those celebrated
in other countries. But the saurian Christians,
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whose traditions go back to per-European
periods, have certain observances peculiar
to them and they will be mentioned when
dealing with each festival.

Christmas celebrating the nativity of
Christ is easily the gayest festival of the
Christians, During the British period it was an
important festival all over India. The ten days
from Christmas eve till after the new year were
public holidays and December was the busiest
shopping season of the year. After
Independence, Christmas last much of its
official importance but the traditions left behind
by the British has continued especially in the
bigger cities of India, where Christmas is still
considered not only by Christians but by on



the communities too as the season of a good
will greetings and shopping. During Christmas
Christians turn out in their best clothes to visit
friends and relatives. The streets and markets
go away with festal wares.

Among those Catholics who follow
European customs dances, carols, Christmas
trees arrival of Santa Claus and other familiar
features of Christmas. The night is enlivened
by carols, dances and the midnight mass and
preparation of dishes for the Christmas feast.
The day is spent investing friends and
relatives and in feasting and sending
Christmas cards has become almost a
religious duty for Indian Christians too. These
are generally the customs introduced by
Europeans and followed by Christians
partially all over India. The lower middle
classes and the poor among them, who
cannot afford Europeans styles, celebrate
Christmas with cakes made of rice flour,
plantains and a feast Christmas cards are
not sent. The only important item of good
wishes is the sending of home made cakes
to houses in mourning.

By the fifteenth century of the Christian
era, however the 25th of December came to
be accepted as the date of the Nativity in the
western world and slowly the Eastern
churches fell into line with the west. Further
the winter solstice was from time immemorial
a festival season for the peoples of northern
Europe and when these were converted to
Christianity the popes appreciating the
partiality of the folk for their ancient festivals,
allowed them to continue their winter
celebrations though care was taken to
substitute Christian legends in place of non
Christian religious traditions. This was
possibly the main reason for fixing the date
of the Nativity as 25th December. In A.D.
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1582, the Gregorian calendar superseried the
Julian, and those who follow the latter
celebrate Christmas on the 7th of January,
which date in the present century,
corresponds to the 25th December of Julian
reckoning.

Most favorable thing in Christmas in
Santa Claus, the reak Santa lived in a seaport
town called Mura in old turkey. It was Asia
Minor then His name was Nikaolaus Emperor
Dioctetion Jailed Nikolaus format worshipping
Goddess Diana and believing in Christ. Later,
when Emperor Constantine came to the
throne and made Christianity the religion of
his empire, Nikolaus was released from
prison and became a bishop. He used to walk
around Myra in disguise, trying to find out
how he could help people in trouble. Once
he came upon a poor whose three little sons
had been killed by an innkeeper and hidden
in pickle jars. The good bishop prayed over
them and the boys came back to life. Naturally
Bishop Nikolaus became a special friend of
all children when he died, the church decided
to make him into a saint Nikolaus was
adopted by many countries who gave him
different names and changed his story a little
here and there.

At Christmas we remember the birth
of Jesus in Bethlehem. There are many
traditions connected with Christmas. This is
not surprising when a festival has been
celebrated for almost two thousand years and
in so many countries Every nation, even every
family celebrates the feast in a particular way.
Some of the most widespread customs are
mentioned here, but there are countless other
Christmas traditions which you may come
across.

On Christmas Eve children in Britain
hang a sock or stocking at the end of their



bed, in the be life that patter “Christmas” or
“Santa Claus” will fill it with toys and good
things during the night when they woke up
(very early) on Christmas Day. They are rarely
disappointed.

Christmas dinner is usually a family
gathering at which the main dish is chicken
for turkey with many trimmings, followed by
Christmas pudding. An added treat for
children is the pulling of crackers at this meal
for small children. One of the most exciting
preparation is helping to small children one
of the most exciting preparation is helping to
decorate a fir tree with glittering tinsel artificial
snow, shining bells, balls and lights. The tree
will stand in a corner of the home for about
two weeks. Prince Albert first made the
custom fashionable in Britain when he and
his wife, Queen Victoria were bringing up their
own young family. It was a tradition in
Germany.

A recent custom is the erecting of a
Norwegian Christmas tree in Trafalgar square,

THE SCHOOL-EDUCATION SYSTEM

London. Every year since 1946 the people of
Norway have sent a huge fir tree to the
citizens of London as a way of saying “thank
you” for the kindness they showed to
Norwegian troops during world war Il. The
tree stands in the center of Trafalgar Square
lit up by six hundred light bulbs.

The custom of sending cards at
Christmas, like that of decorated fir trees, was
introduced in queen Victoria’s region. The idea
may have come from the schoolroom, where
children prepared careful messages in
copperplate writing, wishing their dear Mama
and papa the compliments of the season.

Christmas has many traditions
connected with rich, hot and spicy food, which
warms people and drives away thoughts of
the cold dark season outside. This tradition
of feasting goes back to the week long Roman
celebration of saturnalia and the Celtic winter
solotic festivities.

e ek

Jukle Santosh Achutrao
B.A. lll Year

Bala Krishna Joshi defines the term

‘School’ as, “ A School is vibrant
community center, radiating life and energy
all - round, a school is a wonderful edifice,
resting on the foundation of goodwill —goodwill
of public, goodwill of the parents of pupils. In
aword, a well conducted school is a happy a
sacred shrine a social center, a state in
miniature and bewitching Brindavan, all
beautifully blended into a synthetic structure.”

When we turn our attention towards

the etymology of school we find its origin from
the Greek word ‘Skhole'. It means leisure. It
is ironical in the present day context. The very
utterance of this word brings to our mind the
picture of small children laden with
voluminous heavy bags, lots of homework to
be written and learnt monotonous class-
rooms and terrifying school premises. If ever
one passes by the pre-primary section, the
very sight of bitterly weeping children during
the initial months of admission is even worse
than the animals in a cage. Even the parents



have to have a stone heart to leave their
children shouting and yelling and pleading
and crying to be taken back home.

In ancient Greece these schools were
meant for self-development. These were
discussion forums for the youth that came
they're to spend their leisure time. Gradually
the teachers that are the more experienced
or the elder generation gave specific doses
for very limited time and not very often to the
younger generation. These activities were
never a burden over the so-called pupils. They
came these of their own choice and wish and
the ones who got into the vicinity of the senior
citizens who wished to share their views and
teach their latent, were considered the lucky
ones or the ‘chosen few'. It was in these
schools that they spent their leisure time in
fruitful activities good for body and mind as
well. So school was the place to utilize the
leisure hours.

The schools were classified into two
broad categories: ‘The Traditional Schools’
and ‘The Modern Schools’.

The traditional schools were those
which treated all the students alike and
education / knowledge was imported to the
class as a whole without any discrimination.
The process of teaching and learning was a
one way process where the ready-made
knowledge was almost thrust upon the minds
of the children forcibly without being
concerned about their aptitude inclinations
or the fields of interest.

These schools began as connecting
links between the family and the world
outside. It was supposed to be the place of
interaction with a large group to widen his
outlook, to develop self-confidence
independence and make him capable to face
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the challenges and problems in life.

School is the best place for the growth
and development of intercultural harmony in
a natural way. Children form different casts,
creeds and communities come and meet here
and stay together at the age when they are
totally innocent and ignorant from religious
and racial discrimination and ill-will for each
other. It is here that the child begins to
socialize. He begins to understand social
behavior in the school. Still more importance
can be attributed to the schools in inculcating
the values of socialization among the children
in the present day context of the nuclear
families where the number of offspring is
either one or to. But for the school they would
grow in isolation or in the company of
servants as both the parents are
breadwinners, these days. Not all families can
provide ample facilities for games and sports
and even the cultural activities that are carried
out in the school.

To conclude the inevitability of schools
cannot be desired but the thing worth
considering is the approach and attitude of
the school towards the children. What had
gone wrong with the system of traditional
school was that all the students were being
treated alike, like a flock of sheep no heed
was paid to the individual according to their
varying aptitude and interests.

This was unpalatable to the foresighted
modern education namely Herbert,
Montessori, Nunn and Tagore. There was
need to break the ages of old traditional
system and bring about a revolutionary
change, to shift the focus from the mass or
the group to an individual. For this, various
psychological experiments regarding the
education of children were made and hence
these progressive schools in the modern



society developed and are flourishing still in
contrast to the psychological tendencies in
traditional schools.

The school is often termed as the
second home. On one hand it formally fulfills
the function of mental development in a
formal manner and on the other hand it takes
care of the proper physical, social and
emotional development of the child in a non-
formal manner thus fulfilling the dual role.

The school is a place where a greater
part of the day is spent by the child so it is
responsible not only for the mental but also
for the physical rather all round development
of the child. The school is a miniature of
society and helps to develop social feelings
in all the children of the school.

In most of the schools the traditional
pattern is followed still. Though we are living
in a sovereign, socialist, secular, democratic
country which was free from the slavery
almost half a century ago but still our minds
are tied in those invisible bonds. We are still
following the British pattern blindly even if it
was meant to facilitate the British rule in India
and has no implication and suitability in the
present context. It is nothing more than a
wishful thinking that these schools would ever
be able to transmit the culture the morals and
the values of our country. The schools have
not yet taken the place and the function of
the family wholly or partially. Rather they are
turning into business shops and shifting their
burden to the parents. The teacher believes in
the fulfillment of their job by making the student
passive listeners. Their active participation is
not appreciated in the class by most of the
traditional teachers. They term it ‘disturbance’
and the child is even punished for making the
grievous sin of offending the teacher by
breaking the continuity of the lecture.
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The total personality development of
the child is ignored in the rush to cover the
course and the irony is that the courses are
covered the students pass the examination
by learning it mechanically but no mental
developments take place. The environment
is dull and life-less. The campus has often
been without a garden or a field. No such
methodology or techniques are used to make
the curriculum interesting. Only a very few
schools have library, reading rooms.
Laboratories and sports facilities. The
curriculum prescribed by the government is
strictly followed. The local conditions are not
given any heed while framing the syllabus
and no scope is left for the teacher to modify
it and make it suitable for particular situations
and conditions. The result is only the gain of
the subject matter because in this
examination oriented system. The objective
is confined only to the passing of examination
no other aptitude or quality of the student is
paid any heed, too. Individual attention is
never paid to the child because the number
of students in a class always exceeds the
upper limit.

The need to bring about an overall
change is the pattern of teaching and learning
and the attitude towards the child
development needs a change from tip to toe.
These traditional schools with rigid, bookish
theoretical syllabus can in no way benefit the
growth and development of the child. The
psychology of the child should be understood.

Our country is free from the foreign rule and
accordingly the working and the pattern of
our school should also be switched over to
the democratic pattern. This would be fruitful
for the children as well as the society.

Co-operation is required form the
family and society as a whole to change these



schools into progressive schools. Only the
education will shift its endowments. No side
should be neglected and the school should
foster all-round development of the child’s
personality physical, mental, emotional and
social.

To achieve this goal the curriculum is
to be made flexible and rectified according
to the need of the students and the society.
The individual differences and the individuality
of the students should not be considered in
significant and neither their needs nor their
problems.

Moral values and character development
should be given due place in the curriculum.
The children should not only be literate but
educated in the true sense of the word by
being self-dependent self-reliant and should
become efficient citizens. These traits can be
developed by various co-curriculum activities
which are creative, constructive cultural and
natural and competitive too.

Government should provide more and
more facilities for such innovative programs
and also teacher’s training for the same. There
should be more incentives and food pay
scales for the teachers so that better and

intelligent people take up the task of molding
and framing the citizens of tomorrow.

The schools can flourish as community
centers of learning where the social values,
norms, evils and the conflicts in the society
are faced by the students and they learn to
react to such situations correctly in a normal
way. The interaction of one school with
another with other social institutions , centers
etc. will facilitate the active participation of
the child in any social functions without any
hesitation and hence cherish the social
desirable values.

To conclude, the school should remain
‘a place of leisure’ as it meant originally. The
Burden or the stress on the mind of the child
prevents him to express his inherent traits
and feelings and if these remain hidden the
very purpose of child development and his
personality development would be beaten.
The burden should be shifted to the teacher
in the sense that they should exercise their
brains to invent and generate new ideas and
methodologies to teach the children and let
each class be a new experience, full of
creativity and constructive activities.
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SHIVAJI THE NOBLE KING

Thadke abhijeet Ashokrao
B.A Third year

SHIVAJI'S FAMILY :

f the six children born to jijabai only two
survived. The elder son Sambhaji
accompanied his father Shahaji to the south.
He died some time prior to 1657 A.D. leaving
a son Umaji behind him. Shivaji was the
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younger brother of Sambhaiji. Venkoji was his
stepbrother, the son of Shahaji from his
second wife, Tukabai, Venkoji Stayed with his
father in south and succeeded in establishing
a Maratha state at Tanjore.



SHIVAJI'S WIVES :

hivaji had a number of wives. Most of
these marriages were aimed at alliances
with important families in Maharashtra.

Shivaiji's first wife was Saibai, from the
Nimbalkar family of Phaltan. She became the
mother of three daughters, and a son, the
famous Sambhaiji, born on 14th may 1657.
Saibai died in September 1659. Shivaji's
second wife seems to have been Sagunabai
a close relative of Netaji palkar.

Shivaji's third wife came from Gaikwad
family. Her name was sakwarbai. Shivaji's
forth wife was the daughter of Jadhavrao, her
name was Kashibai.

Shivaiji's fifth wife came from the Ingle
family. Her name was Putlabai. After the death
of Shivaji, Putlabai performed the rite of sati.
The Sixth wife of shivaji was Soyrabai from
the family of the Mohites. The marriage must
have taken place shortly after the death of
saibai. Soyrabai became the mother of one
daughter and one son, Rajaram. Rajaram
was born on 24th February 1670 A.D.
Soyrabai died on 27 October 1681.

Shivaji had two more wives,
Lakshmibai and Gunvantabai. Thus Shivaiji
has two sons and six daughters. Both of his
sons, sambhaji and Rajaram were to play a
notable part in later Maratha history.

SHIVAJI A UNIQUE FIGURE :

here is no satisfactory evidence to sup

port the theory that there was a strong
popular movement among the Marathas to
rise against their rulers. The entire Maratha
Society, wedded to the Vatandari system.
The feudal chiefs among the marathas
formed the aristocracy of native population.
They had wealth, influence, social status and
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training in arms. If they had so desired, thy
could have led rebel lions against Bijapur or
the Mughals and fought for freedom. The
Ghorpades, Ghatges, Mores, Nimbalkars and
Jadhavas were in their own way aristocrats
and leaders of society.

It was left to Shivaiji to strike out a new path,
a path to freedom, a path to a life or self-
respect, a life richer and fuller than what the
Marathas had ever known. He was no symbol
nor a representative of a national movement
of freedom for the simple reason that there
was no national movement worth mentioning.
It was Shivaji and Shivaji alone who
awakened national consciousness among his
people, who united them under his leadership
and led them to the enjoyment of a richer life
in an independent state. He thus stand’s as
the leader, the innovator and the explorer of
a new path in Indian history. He created a
movement. No national movement created
him. He inspired others to strive and succeed.
He was thus only a self man and leader.

SHIVAJI'S ESPIONAGE :

hivaji mentained a very highly efficient

system of espionage. The English
Records speak of his spies being spread in
Bombay and Surat. His attack on Shaista
Khan, his raids on surat, his conflict with Afzal
Khan are only few of the episodes where an
excellent system of espionage brought him
rich rewards.

MARATHA ARMY :

hivaji's army had a modest beginning. It

consisted of cavalry and infantry. As
success attended Shivaji, so his army began
to grow. Sabhasad estimates the strength of
Shivaji's army to be one lakh and five
thousand. Of these sixty thousand ‘Shiledars
were employed under thirty one colonels.



Forty five thousand horsemen, that is Bargirs,
were unlisted under twenty-nine colonels. The
infantry consisted of one lakh soldiers placed
under thirty-six officers.

The grades of officers in the cavalry
consisted of one ‘Havaldar’ for twenty-five
horsmen. Above every five Havaldars was
one Jumaldar. Ten Jumaldars were placed
under a Hazari, and five Hazaris were under
one Panch Hazari and five Panch Hazaris
were under a Sarnobat, the commander-in-
chief of the cavalry. A similar organization
governed the Shiledars.

The infantry too had its own grades
of officials. For every ten soldiers there was
a Naik, for five Naiks a Havaldar, for two or
three Havaldars, a Jumaldar, for ten Jumidars
a Hazari, for five Hazaris, a Panch Hazari,
above them was the Sarnobat or the
commander-in-chief of the infantry.

Shivaiji also maintained a royal guard
of two thousand selected soldiers. He also
understood the importance of arillery. His
important forts were provided with guns of
various caliber's. He was keenly anxious that
the English and French should supply him
with guns and ammunition. It must however
be said that the main strength of the Marathas
lay in their cavalry, although the infantry as
well as the garrisons included a considerable
number of musketeers.

SHIVAJI'S NAVY :

o Shivaji must go the credit as being the

first Indian ruler to raise a navy. The
Mughals being a land power, had utterly
neglected maintaining a feet. In 1659 Shivaji
laid the foundations of his Navy by building
twenty gallivats in Kalyan, Bhiwandi and pen.
By 1664 Shivaji was reported to have fifty
ships out of which, seven built at upper ‘Chaul’
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were completed and bout to put to sea.
According to Sabhasad, Shivaji’s naval force
consisted of four hundred gurabs, turandes,
traus galbats, sibds and pagars organised
into two squadrons of two hundred vessels.
They were placed under Daryasarang and
Mainak respectively. Sabhasad mentions the
strength of the entire fleet as seven hundred,
Shivaji is known to have engaged in foreign
trade for which he needed these vessels.

There is no doubt that while Shivaiji's
navy made things difficult for the Portuguese,
the English, and the Siddis, it had only a
modest strength. Shivaji's main struggle was
with Bijapur and the Mughals, both of land
powers and as such most of their energies
were spent in fashioning their army only. But
both of them had no idea of Navy.

The Portuguese and the English were
careful not to displease Shivaji, and, while
the siddi had the support of the Mughals, the
enforced shelter of the part of Bombay and
could occasionally raid Shivaji’s territory, he
had lost much of his mainland possessions
to the Marathas. Shivaji's sea forts too
dominated the coastal region. '

A SOLDIER & AN ADMIRABLE GENERAL :

hivaji was an unrivalled soldier. In the

camp he led a life of extreme simplicity.
The French note, “The camp of Shivaji was
with out pamp, without women, there were
no beggars, only two tents but of simple cloth,
one for him and the other for his prime
minister. Number of instances can be given
of Shivaji’s personal courage,. In the fight with
Afzalkhan and the attack on Shaistakhan,
Shivaji showed how he could expose himself
to severe physical danger without financing.
It was this capacity to face danger which
endeared Shivaji to his men. Extreme rapidity



of movements was an important
characteristic of Shivaji's army. Very often
Shivaji's enemies were taken by surprise.

Shivaji was served by efficient and
energetic comrades. While he was himself
present in many of the companions, such as
the attack, on Afzalkahn’s forces, the battle
with Afzalkhan’s son near panhala, the attack
on Surat, the raids in Khandesh and the Jinji
campaign; the planning and strategy of the
other campaigns even when led by his
generals, were all his own.

Shivaji’'s military companies were
carefully planned. The at tack on Surat, the
war with the Mughals in1670, the south Indian
campaign of 1677-78 are good examples of
his careful planning. It was only through a
masterly combination of diplomacy, strategy
planning and bold attack, that Shivaji could
succeed against enemies who were vastly
superior to him in resources.

It was the characteristic of Shivaji that

he was never daunted by failures. It was his
deep religious fervor, his firm faith in Divine
.support to what he considered was his
righteous cause, which explains how, Shivaji
victoriously at his enemies. It was his faith in
Divine guidance which sustained him
throughout his life.

It was this trait of Shivaji, his planning,
his rapid movements, his solicitude for his
men, and his readiness to face dangers to
his person which won for him the unbounded
loyalty and affection of his men. Baji
Deshpande, Murar Baji, Ramiji Pangare,
Narayan Bapuji, Tanaji Malusre, Suryarao
Kakde, Prataprao Guijar, Nagoji Jedhe, Baiji
Pasalkar, and hundreds of common soldiers
cheerfully fought and died for him. Among
those who served him loyally and with

distinction can be named his civil as well as
military officers, Moropant Pingle, Annaiji
Datto, Niraji Raoji, Hambirrao Mohite,
Phirangoji Narsale, Sarjerao Jedne,
Anandrao, Santaji, Hiroji and Kondaji Farzand
and many others. Shivaji inspired his men to
great deeds. Under him thousands of
Marathas joined his banned and found a
cause worth fighting for. A national army had
truly come into existence.

Not that there were no defection from
among Shivaji's men. Netaji Palkar, fired by
an ambition to improve his prospects, left
Shivaji, with what tragic result is known to
all. The aristocratic families, like those of
Jadhavs, Nimbalkars, and Bhosles, his
cousins and kinsmen, kept away from his
activities. For his strength- Shivaji turned to
the common population it into an excellent
fighting instrument. It was Shivaiji's inspiration
which enabled the group of men trained under
him to wage a successful war against the
Mughals during the closing years of
Aurangzab’s reign. ’

CIVIL ADMINISTRATION :

The head of the state was the king, the
Maratha state was monarchy. The king
was assisted by a council of eight ministers.

1) Peshwa the Pant Pradhan

2) Muzumdar the Pant Amatya,

3) The Wagenavis the Mantri

4) Surnis the Pant sachiv,

5) Dabir, the Sumant,

6) Sarnobat, the Senapati,

7) Religious head, Panditrao

8) The chief justice, the Nyayadhish.



The Peshwa was the Prime Minister,
the Amatya checked accounts of public
income and expenditure. The Mantri was the
Chronicler. The Surnis or Sachiv was to
supervise the accounts of the Mahals and
parganas. The Dabir or Sumant was like a
foreign secretary, the Sarnobat or the
Senapati was the commander-in chief,
Panditrao was the ecclesiastical head while
the Nyayadhish was the chief justice.

It must not be supposed that Shivaji's
council of Ministers was something like a
modern cabinet and the king only a
constitutional head bound by advice of his
ministers. Shivaji's ministers had very little
independent authority. They were like the
heads of department. Not that they were not
consulted by the king when he wanted. But
they do not seem to have any great say in
policy making in civil matters, or planning in
military campaigns. Some of were the good
ministers, same of the ministers were good
generals too. Moropant, the Peshwa, handled
pen and sword with equal efficiency. He
distinguished himself greatly in the battle of
Salher, and was the author of successful
Maratha raids in Khandesh and the Surat
region. Annaji Datto was an experienced
administrator. He effected land measurement
and settlement of revenue in a major part of
Shivaji's dominions. And yet he also planned
and successfully achieved the capture of
Panhala. It was another minister
Raghunathpant Hammante who played a
prominent part in the Jinji campaign of Shivaji.

It is obvious that in his council of
ministers Shivaji adhered closely to the
system followed by Bijapur or the Mughal. In
one respect however, one notices change for
the better.

(15)

JUDICIARY :

hivaji was the head of the Maratha State.

As such he was the highest judicial
authority. The two ministers in his council the
Nyayadhish or the chief justice and the
Panditrao incharge or religious matters
assisted him in judicial and ecclesiastical
matters. Shivaji looked into cases with the
help of the ministers and others. This court
of justice was called the Dharmashabha.
While the panditrao generally dealt with
charity grants, or grants to religious
personages and institutions, the Nyayadhish
had jurisdiction over all suits in the kingdom
and tried them according to the principles laid
down by Dharma.

At the village, Mahal and provincial
level the old system of the Maijlis now known
as the sabha as well, was continued. There
also used to be an officer versed in law to
assist the Majlises or Sabhas at various
levels. He was known as Sabhasad.

Such was this great man. A man of
bold vision, deep religious convictions, but
to tolerant of other faiths, a champion of the
oppressed, deeply attached to his people, a
firm believer in moral values, a great soldier,
and a man of thought, as passed since he
departed from this world. But his example still
continues to inspire millions of his
countrymen. Dauntless in face of defeat, and
generous in victory, a man who cherished
the honor of women, and above all a man
who practiced and championed the cause of
tolerance to all faiths, Shivaji ranks as one of
the greatest figures in India’s history.

e e



THE ORIGIN OF HAJJ

Mohd. Matin Md. Osman.
B.A Third year

Islam is based on five pillars, of which Hajj
is one. The literal meaning of Hajj is to set
out for place; However it refers to the annual
pilgrimage that Muslims make to Makka with
the intention of performing certain religious
rites, in accordance the method prescribed
by prophet Muhammad (Saw).

The origin of Hajj is rooted in the life
of prophet Ibrahim (A.S.). About four
thousand years ago, Azhar-idolmaker and a
priest, was living in the city of Haran in Iraq.
He had a son, Ibrahim. He was intelligent
and handsome boy Azhar wanted to train him
in the art of idol making. However Allah chose
him as his prophet. He guided Ibrahim with
blessing. At that time people had forgotten
Allah. And a priest class was controlling the
temples, supervising worship rite and rituals
and conducting marriage and funeral
ceremonies, they also foretold the future. The
king was in collusion with the priest, both the
king and the priest were working to gather
to keep the people under their slavery. King
had given full backing to the priests and they
made the people believe that the King was
also God among other Gods. His word was
supreme law, his power over them and their
properties was legal. Indeed, at that time,
worship rites were performed by the people
for and before the king, thinking him as the
God. In the time like this, the prophet Ibrahim
(A.S.) was born in a family of privileged
Priest. His forefathers were high priests and
it was quite natural that he should follow their
footsteps. He received the same education,
teaching and training. His father also thought
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that Ibrahim should follow the tradition. Many
people of his tribe were waiting eagerly for
the moment when they could bow their heads
before Ibrahim. In this dismal darkness, where
not a single soul existed who know or believed
in truth.

On reaching maturity, Ibrahim opposed
all forms of idol worship and he declared that
he would never worship the deities. No sooner
had he made this declaration than tribulations
and calamities of the greatest magnitude
descended / attacked him.

The royal court decided that Ibrahim
should be burnt alive. On hearing this horrible
punishment Ibrahim (A.S.) willingly come
forward, for that he had the unshakable faith
in Allah. Namrud - the king, made a large
bonfire to burn Ibrahim (A.S.). But Allah saved
him with his supreme power and turned the
bonfire in to a garden.

After this Ibrahim abandoned his home.
He set out with wife and some followers and
settled at ‘kana’, later this kanan is named as
‘Palestine’. After leaving his home prophet.
Ibrahim (A.S.) wandered in Egypt, Palestine
and Arabia. His sole ovation, day and night,
was to bring the people to worship Allah.
Though Ibrahim (A.S.) was old, he no children
During his traveling in Egypt he married with
Hajara. She was faithful and pious lady. Allah
blessed them with a son called Ismail.

Even all these tribulations, there were
still some trials left to determine whether
Ibrahim’s (A.S.) love or faith for Allah was



supreme or not. So he asked Ibrahim to take
his wife and the child the barren valley of
“Makkah” latter known as ‘Makka’ leave them
alone. At that time Makkah was an
unpopulated barren desert. He obeyed Allah’s
command took his family to Makka. He was
very sad to leave them alone in the deserted
valley. But he was sure that Allah had some
plan, however it was hard for Ibrahim (A.S.)
to understand. He left them with a leather
bag containing some dates and a small water
bag, and set out homeward . Hazrah asked
him, ‘where are you going, leaving us in this
valley where there is no one for company’.
She repeated to him many times, but he did
not look back at her. Then she asked him,
‘Has Allah ordered to do so? He replied, ‘yes'.
Then she said, ‘Then he will not neglect us.
What an exemplar faith they had in Allah.

After long time Ibrahim (A.S) returned
to Makka fearing the worst but hoping the
best. When he reached there he was
surprised to see a small town. Now Makka is
a city and at the center of it he saw a spring
named Zam Zam Hajara narrated lbrahim
(A.S.) all the past events she said “after some
time. | and Ismail become thirsty | started
looking at ismail tossing in agony. | left him,
for | could not endure looking at him, there
was no one to help us. Then | found the
mountain of ‘Safa’ the nearest mountain to
her on that land, | stood on it and started
looking at the valley keenly, so that | might
see some body, but could not see anybody.
Then | descended from Safa. When | reached
the valley | ran in the valley like a person in
distress and trouble, till | crossed the valley
reached ‘Marwa’ another mountain near that
land and | stood on it and started looking
keenly to see somebody but | could not see
anybody. | repeated the running between Safa

(17)

and Marwa seven times but there was no one
to whom | could see or get some help. When
| completed my seventh round | saw an angle
covering my baby and a spring of water flowed
out near Ismail’s feet. | rushed to the spring
and gave water to Ismail and also quenched
my thirst soon after acarvan of ‘Banu
Jaahram, arrived and decided to stay here
with us. Now we have plenty of water and we
can grow our food”. Ibrahim (A.S.) was deeply
touched by this event and thanked Allah for
his mercy.

Now Allah asked Ibrahim (A.S.) to build
a house for his worship close to the spring of
Zam-Zam. It is said in “Quran” that the Kaba.
The house of Allah, is the first house built to
worship Allah. It was first built by Prophet
Adam (A.S.) the children of Adam (A.S.)
worship Allah in Kaba. However as the time
passed people forgot both, teaching of Adam
(A.S.) and the Kaba. After some time it
become a deserted valley. Eventually they had
forgotten the place of Kaba..Then Ibrahim
(A.S.) started to buil the kaba with the help of
his son, Ismail and Jibrail-and angled, was
its engineer. At the time of building of the Kaba
Ibrahim (A.S.) was 100 year old and his son
Ismail 30 year old. Ibrahim (A.S.) Ismail and
the people of Makkah were very happy to see
the Kaba standing in there midst. Allah asked
Ibrahim (A.S.) to declare the Hajj an obligatory
for every Muslim who can afford to travel to
Makkah. This building was not intended for
worship only, as mosques are, but it is a world-
wide gathering point for believers in Allah, and
to assemble to work ship Allah in congregation
and go back to there countries carrying with
the holy message.

The test of Ibrahim (A.S.) was still not

over. Allah gave him a dream where he saw
that he, himself sacrificing his son. From this



dream he convinced that it was not dream
but the will of Allah. He felt very sad to
sacrifice his only son with his own hands.
However he was completely trusted in Allah,
he loved him more that any human being,
even his own son. Ibrahim (A.S.) intimated
the dream to his son. His son also had the
same unquestioning faith as his parents had,
the son did not offer any excuses.

Father and son set off to the
designated place. When they reached their
distention “Saitan” tried to tempt Ibrahim.
Ibrahim threw stones at saitan. After that he
laid down his son on the ground and began
to pass the knife over Ismail’s neck. But he
couldn’t do it and his eyes became full with
tears. Ismail the son, saw tears in his eyes
and suggested him that he should wrap
handkerchief on his eyes, so his love does
not over whelm him in to disobeying his
master. However Allah did not want to take
the life of Ismail. Then after, Ibrahim wrapped

up his eyes and began to cut the neck when
he opened his eyes he was surprised to see
that he had cut a ram instead of his son.

Allah mostly like the faith and the act
of the father and son. And in the
remembrance of them Allah declared that
every Muslim who can afford should sacrifice
a sheep, ram camel etc.

This is the story of the beginning of
Hajj. | think you now understand that Makka
was the headquarter for the mission of the
first prophet appointed to propagate the
massage of Islam. And Kaba was the focal
point from where this preaching was spread
across the world and rites of Hajj where
introduced prophet Muhammad (SWA.), he
said that all believer should gather at this
center every year like the wheel revolving
around its axial.

e diedke

SARASWATI

Miss Anupana Kalyani
B.A Third year

Saraswati is one of the few important god
desses in the vedas who remain
significant in Hindusim. In the vedas, her
character and attributes are clearly
associated with the mighty Saraswati River.
She is the earliest example of a goddess who
is associated with a river in the Indian
tradition. As a river goddess, she is praised
for her ability both to cleanse and to fertilize.

In classical and medieval Hinduism
Saraswati is primarily a goddess of poetic
inspiration and learning. She becomes
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associated with the creator god Brahma as
a his daughter. In this role, she is creative
sound, which lends to reality a peculiar and
distinctive human dimension. Saraswati is
worshipped throughout Indian as well as by
school children as the patron goddess of
learning.

Saraswati as the River !

arashwati as the embodiment of the
Saraswati River is significant in both a
historical and a theological sense. The
goddess Saraswati, then, represents a very



early example of this tendency in the Hindu
tradition.

Speech is also important and revered
because it permits the communication
between people. Speech, to a great extent,
sets human being apart from all animals.
Speech is also associated with rationality and
refinement. Speech represents coherent
sound that permits the transmission of ideas,
wisdom and culture. As the embodiment of
speech, then Saraswati is present wherever
speech exists. And so it is that she is
prominently associated with the best in
human culture, poetry, literature, sacred
rituals, and rational communication between
individuals.

Saraswati is also identified with thought
and intellect. Not only is the speech in the
form of coherent sound, but it under lines or
makes speech possible, namely intelligence
and thought. This association is indicated in
such epithets for her as ‘Kalpanashkti’ (who
is the power of forming ideas), and ‘Pratibha’
(intelligence). As thought and intellect.
Saraswati is thus identified with the distinctive
ability that distinguishes human beings as
special, reasoning. Race she represents the
peculiar human ability to think, which is
precisely the ability that has permitted human
beings to created and imagine the
innumerable cultural products, from cooking
pots to philosophic systems.

As mind, intellect and thought she
inspires the art and sciences she is also the
accumulated product of human thought. She
is the sum of the human intellectual tradition
as preserved in the sciences. She manifests
and is especially revered in schools and
wherever education takes place.

Saraswati is also said to underline,
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inspire, or embody the arts. She is said to
provide inspiration to poets and to affirming.
The river goddess Saraswati of the vedas is
a prototype or such important later river
goddesses as Ganga and Jamuna.

The waters of Saraswati River enrich the land
so that it can produce fertility. Secondly,
Saraswati represents purity, as does water,
particularly running water.

A particularly Indian association with
rivers is the imagery of crossing from the
world of ignorance or bondage to the far
shore, which represents the world of
enlightenment or freedom. The river
represents a great purifying power in which
the pilgrim drowns his old self and is born
anew, free and enlightened.

Early vedic references make it clear
that the Saraswati River originates in heaven
and flows down to the Earth. This idea, also
occurs in the case of such important later
river goddesses a Ganga, is a way of
asserting the sacred nature of the rivers.

Saraswati in Later Hinduism

araswati’s connection with a river steadily

decreases in later Hinduism. Although
she continues to be associated with a river
in some late sources, her characteristics and
appearance increasingly bear little relation to
a goddess who embodies the sacredity of a
river.

In any case, Saraswati increasingly
becomes a goddess associated with spaech,
learning, culture and wisdom; most post-vedic
references to her do not even hint that at one
time she was identified with a river.

In later Hinduism Saraswati is
sometimes said to have been born from the



god Brahma. Brahma, desiring to create the
world goes into meditation, whereupon his
body divides in two, half male and half female.
Enraptured by his female half, who is
Saraswati. Brahma desires her, mates with
her, and creates the demigod manu, who
subsequently creates the world. A similar
version of her origin is found in the ‘Devi-
bhagaata-purana’. Saraswati is also often
said to have her origin in and to reside in the
mouths or on the tongues of the god Brahma.
When Brahma undertakes the creation of the
world through creative speech, the goddess
Saraswati was born in his mouths. (Brahma
has four or five heads).

Far more characteristic of the later
Saraswati is, her association with speech.
Even in the Rigveda she is called impeller of
true and sweet speech and awakener of
happy and noble thoughts. Such epithets as
‘Vagdevi’ (goddess of speech) and ‘Mahavani’
(possessing great speech) are often used for
Saraswati. Her mythological identification
with the tongue of Brahma underlines her
identification with speech of creative sound.

The importance of speech in Hinduism
is both ancient and central. The potency of
speech and sound is also seen in the
centrality of mantras in Hinduism. A mantra,
which may consist of words or of sounds
alone, is held to possess great power. Indeed,
the mantra of a given deity is declared to be
equivalent to the deity itself. To pronounce a
mantra is to make the deity present. The
name of deity and the deity itself are
equivalent. There resides in sound a potent
quality; and this quality is embodied in the
goddess Saraswati. Poets often praise her
assistance or ask for her help. She is said to
be associated with ‘The Gandharvas’, a
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supernatural race that excels at dancing. And
she is often associated with music, both
instrumental and vocal. In short, Saraswati
manifests wherever human culture exists.
Inspiring and embodying both the arts and
science in human culture, she represents the
greatness of human civilization in all its
richness and diversity.

Saraswati’s iconography illustrates her
associations with culture. Particularly the arts
and sciences, and shows her to be a goddess
who is for the most part set apart from the
natural realm of growth, fertility, blood and
other phenomena often associated with or
central in the iconography and mythology of
other goddesses. She is usually depicted as
having four hands, and the most common
items held by her are ‘a book’, ‘a lute’ (vina),
‘a rosary’, and a water’ pot. The book
associates her with the sciences and with
learning in general. The lute associates her
with the arts, particularly the musical arts,
and the rosary and the water pot associate
her with the spiritual sciences and with
religious rites.

The predominant themes in
Saraswati's appearance are purity and
transcendence. She is almost always said to
be pure whit like snow, the kunda flower or to
shine brilliantly and whitely like in numerable
moons. Her garments are said to be fiery in
their purity, or they are described as white,
and she is sometimes said to be smeared
with sandal wood paste. Saraswati’s gleaming
with body and garments express her purity
and transcendence, and these themes are
in keeping with her typical association with
‘The sattva’ guna, the pure, spiritual thread
or Prakrti. Saraswati is usually portrayed as
calm and ‘peaceful’. These qualities are



conveyed in the serene, white images of her
in Hindu art.

Saraswati’s transcendent nature,
Which removes her from the impurities of the
natural world and its rhythms of growth and
fertility, is also suggested in her vehicle, ‘the
swan’. ‘The swan’ is a symbol of spiritual
transcendence and perfection Hinduism.
Spiritual masters and heroes are sometimes
called supreme swans (‘paramahamsa’) in
that they have completely transcended the
limitations and imperfections of the
phenomenal world. Saraswati, astride her
swan, suggests dimension of human
existence that rises above the physical,
natural world. Her realm is one of beauty,
perfection, and a grace. Saraswati astride her
swan beckons human to continued cultural
creation and civilized perfection.

Saraswati is also typically shown
seated on a lotus. Like the swan the lotus
seat of the goddess suggests her
transcendence of the physical world.
Although rooted in the Mud (like man rooted
in the physical world) the lotus perfects itself
in a blossom that has transcended the mud.
Saraswati inspired people to live in such a
way that they may transcend their physical
limitations, through the ongoing creation of
culture.

The benefits to be derived from the
worship Saraswati, of the blessing that she
is expected to bestow on her devotees usually
relate to the themes that we have noted as
central to her character. She gives ‘Wisdom’,
poetic inspiration’, and artistic skill’. She
removes speech defects and dumbness and
grants charming speech and musical voice.
She is primarily the goddess of wisdom and
learning and specializes in promoting
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success among philosophers, scholars, and
artists, who are her special devotees.

A persistent theme in the Hindu
tradition is that human destiny involves the
refinement of nature. Although the ultimate
goal or the religious quest may be ‘moksa’,
the complete release from the phenomenal
world. Hindus affirm that being fully human
necessities moulding enhancing and refining
the natural world in order to make it habitable
for human beings. Such important Hindu idea,
as dharma, the samskras (life cycle rituals),
and the varna-jati (caste) system all suggest
this emphasis. Artistic creation and the
accumulated knowledge of the science,
including philosophy, human culture and
demonstrate the extraordinary ability of
human beings to mold and refine the natural
world into something beautiful and specially
human. Saraswati presides over and inspires
this dimension of being human in the Hindu
tradition.

Many goddesses both within and
outside the Hindu tradition gain theirimmense
vitality and popularity through their
association with certain aspects of the natural
world. Hinduism also attributes great power
to goddesses. ‘Hindu goddesses seem to
be particularly popular among women and
to specialize in family and domestic blessing.
Many goddesses provide models for the most
signification female roles in Hindu culture.
Saraswati’s pure, milky with appearance and
completely sattvic nature dissociate from the
vigorous, fecund sap of fertility. She is said
to give birth to the artistic creations by
providing inspiration or to have given birth to
the vedas in the sense that she personifies
wisdom. In the Devi-bhagavata purana she
is said to be ascetic in nature and to grant



boons to those who perform asceticism. Her
presence is sought in libraries and schools,
by those who create and bear culture in the
ongoing task of transforming the natural world
into a refined and civilized habitation for
human beings.

Through out North India today
Saraswati’s special puja is celebrated in early
spring. On this day, images of the goddess
are established in schools and universities,
and special cultural programs take place.

(22)

At Banaras Hindu University there is a
procession of faculty and student on this day
(which corresponds to the anniversary of the
university’s founding). This is also the day
when books, pens, musical instruments, and
gurus are formally worshipped.
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