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Women Empowerment Through Panchayati
Raj Institutions

Dr. B. R. Katturwar.
Associate Professor&H.0.D
Public Admimistration
Degloor College, Degloor

Indian social system of ancient times had offered secondary place to the women. Their life was
limited (Chul aani Mul) and restricted by the orthodox concepts ,male dominated culture, traditional
attitude. women were educationally politically and socially oppressed. They were deprived from their
basic rights and needs. These women were treated inhumanly as on the part of so called Male
community in Indian society. A lot of study has been done at International ,National and State level
regarding women empowerment. It is observed that many of the countries ,including India there is a
lot of space for women empowerment. Women are not treated equal to men in most part of world. It
caused many problems created in the society. The existed inequality between Women and men
creates disturbance in the development of India. Women empowerment will make a strong society
and strong Democracy.

With the spread of education contemporary rural womrn understand their rights ,their place in
the society. The movement of women empowerment has been started in the 19" century Savitribai
Phule and jotiba Phule. After independence the Panchayati Raj Institutions has been established for
rural development. Till 1993 the participation of women in Panchayat Raj institutions was meager.
As per the 73" constitutional amendment the provision has been made for the reserve seats for
backward class men and women. In result of that this women leaders came into the main stream
particularly women have got opportunities to lead in panchayat raj Institutions.

The reservation has brought greater and positive changes in the life of women and backward

- class women’s The women those who were not even used to attend public programmes like ﬂag
hoisting , inauguration functions, leading programmes etc. Due this amendment women started taking
active participation in various public functions. they started serving through different streams. The
high class people’s approach towards woman leaders is positively changing. Women are geftg;g
respect at various stages. People are accepting women’s leadgrshlp and it is creatm(gi tI)”av](:ra rj
atmosphere towards social justice. Day by day the gap between high class community and backwa
cl munity is getting reduced. )
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backward community are being implemented effectively. $oc1?l. Ch?clgaeirif nThe trengih of women s
continuous process, slow but steady will march towards its ’[Elh tlm?s ; e change in mentality of
increased and the qualitative change is seen among womerl-d sft’:l r eagh other and maintaining good
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The study was undertaken panchayati Raj Institutions and Women empowerment . It is so
fou.n.d th.at the socio-economic factor has been changed after participation of women in Panchayat
Raj institutions. There are emerging issues that need to be addressed to make the role of women in
the long run. We may conclude that the Rural development activities of Women leaders in panchayati

Raj institutions are successful. In this way 73'5) constitutional amendment is successful for
empowerment of women through panchayati Raj Institutions.



